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Original Drug Patent Rights Duration 

 
 
 
 
New drugs developed by international pharmaceutical laboratories conserve exclusivity 

rights or patent rights between eight and ten years on average.  After this period the 

innovator of the drug looses exclusivity and the drug becomes off-patent.  Only then generic 

versions of the same original drug are permitted to be marketed. 

 
 
 
Chart 11.  New Drug Patent Rights Life Cycle 
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